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Abstract Two new records of the Donaciinae (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae) are 
reported from Laos. A new donaciine species, Donacia ( Donaciomimci ) yoshitomii sp. 
nov., is described. It resembles Donacia ( Donaciomima) impressa Paykull from the west¬ 
ern Palearctic Region but endophallus is useful their identification. Sominella longicornis 
(Jacoby) is recorded for the first time from Laos. 


The donaciine fauna of Laos is poorly known, only one species, Donacia 
( Cyphogaster ) javana Wiedemann, having been recorded by Kimoto and Gressitt 
(1979). In 2002, Dr. Hiroyuki Yoshitomi, Dr. Masataka Sato and Dr. Nobuo 
Ohbayashi visited Laos, and they collected two species of the Donaciinae at Phu Pan, 
Houaphan Province. One of them, belonging to the genus Donacia , is recognized as a 
new species based on its endophallic features. The other species is identified with 
Sominella longicornis (Jacoby) previously known from South China. It is recorded for 
the first time from Laos. 

I gratefully acknowledge to Dr. Hiroyuki Yoshitomi, Dr. Masataka Sato, Dr. 
Nobuo Ohbayashi and Dr. Tatsuya Niisato, who provided me with valuable materials. 


Donacia (Donaciomima) yoshitomii sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-21) 

Diagnosis. Pronotal disc without setae; legs metallic; endophallus of male geni¬ 
talia entirely elongate, median process straightly elongate, apex narrowly truncate with 
ostium bursae, paired dorsal sclerites slender, basal supporting block elongate. 

Description. Male. Body entirely blackish coppery, sometimes red or purple. 
Eyes small; supraocular furrow present but shallow; vertex pubescent and swollen, 
with deep median line. Antenna entirely blackish coppery; antennomere 5 the longest 
of 2 to 6; antennomere 4 slightly longer than 3; antennomere 4 twice as long as 2. 
Pronotal outline quadrate, length longer than width, anterior and posterior corners 
prominent; anterolateral calli present but callosal sulcus indistinct; disc finely punctate 
without transverse rugae; median line indistinct; basal sulcus present but shallow and 
sparsely punctate. Elytron with two shallow depressions on baso-sutural and mid-su- 
tural parts of disc; sutural interval finely punctate, without rugae, gradually narrowed 
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Figs. 5-16. Donacia yoshitomii sp. nov.-5-6, Pronotum (5, male; 6, female); 7-9, elytra (7, basal to 

middle part of left elytron; 8, apex of left elytron; 9, sutural interval of elytra); 10-11, metafemur (10, 
male; 11, female); 12-13, pygidium (12, male; 13, female); 14, male genitalia; 15-16, last sternite 
(15, male; 16, female). Scale bar= 1.0 mm. 

towards apex; other intervals finely rugose and punctulate; apex truncate, outer and 
inner apical angles rounded. Legs entirely metallic colored; outer apical angle of 
protibia acute with a small spine; metafemur with a small tooth. Pygidial apex emar- 
ginate. Median lobe of genitalia narrowed apically, with a median lip; a cap of tegmen 
slender. Sterna entirely coppery and pubescent; last sternite (sternum VII) punctate, 


Figs. 1-4. Donacia yoshitomii sp. nov.; 1-2, male (holotype); 3-4, female.- 1, 3, Dorsal view; 2, 4, 

ventral view. Scale bar=5.0 mm. 
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Figs. 17-21. Male genitalia of Donacici yoshitomii sp. nov.-17, Tegmen; 18, apex of median lobe; 

19-21, endophallus (19, dorsal view; 20, lateral view; 21, ventral view). Scale bar= 1.0 mm. 

apical shape truncate, apical depression shallow. 

Female. Body entirely blackish coppery or red. Pronotal outline quadrate, 
width longer than length, pygidial apex gently rounded. Apical shape of last sternite 
entirely acute but rounded at apex. 

Body length: males 8.4-8.9 mm, females 9.3-9.8 mm. 

Comparison. The new species resembles Donacici impressa Paykull in most 
characters. Apical shape of endophallic median process is the most useful character for 
their identification: median process straightly elongate in the new species, short, slen¬ 
der and bent toward the posterior side in D. impressa. 

Remarks. The subgenus Donaciomimci Medvedev is a relatively large group in 
the Donaciinae and includes about 50 Palearctic and 20 Nearctic species (Askevold, 
1990, 1991). The new species is the first member of the subgenus from Southeast Asia. 

Distribution. Laos. 

Host plants. Cyperaceae. 

Type series. Holotype and 77 paratypes are designated. Holotype. <J, Phu Pan 
(Mt.), Ban Saleui, Houaphan Prov., Laos, 28-IV—6-V-2002, H. Yoshitomi leg. (in 
coll, of EUMJ: Entomological Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture, Ehime University, 
Matsuyama, Japan). Paratypes. 11 <?<?, 499, same data as holotype. 23c?d, 8 99, same 
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Figs. 22-25. Sominella longicornis (Jacoby); 22-23, male (22, habitus; 23, right hind leg); 24-25, fe¬ 
male (24, habitus; 25, right hind leg). 

locality as holotype, 28-IV—2-V-2002, M. Sato leg. 26cJ<3, 5 92, same locality as 
holotype, 27-IV-2003, T. Niisato leg. Paratypes are housed in the EUMJ, SNM (Shin- 
jiko Nature Museum, Hirata, Japan), OMNH (Osaka Museum of Natural History, 
Osaka, Japan), and Masataka Sato collection, Nagoya, Japan. 

Etymology. The specific name of the new species is dedicated to Dr. Hiroyuki 
Yoshitomi, who collected the holotype of the new species. 


Sominella longicornis (Jacoby) 

(Figs. 22-25) 

Donacia longicornis Jacoby, 1890, Entomologist. 23: 84. 

Records. 1 cJ, 12, Mt. Phu Pan, Ban Saleui, Xam Neua, Houaphan Prov., Laos, 
alt. ca 1,500-1,700 m, 4-V-2002, N. Ohbayashi leg. (in coll, of EUMJ). 

Distribution. Laos (new record); China (Zhejiang, Hubei, Fujian) (this report; 
Tan et al ., 1980). 

The marsh, habitat of Donacia yoshitomii and Sominella longicornis , is shown in 
Fig. 26. 
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Fig. 26. Habitat of Donacia yoshitomii and Sominella longicornis, marsh on Phu Pan (photo by H. 
Yoshitomi). 
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